
What’s	Up	with	the	Legislature?	

“The	Never	Ending	Story”	
	

The	last	legislative	session	consisted	of	a	regular	
session	and	four	special	sessions.		What	happened	

and	how	that	might	affect	the	next	session?		
		
	



House	of	Representatives	

House	Majority	Coalition	Forms	
22	Members	

(A	“razor	thin”	majority	out	of	40	House	members!)	

	
18	Democrats	
1	Independent	
3	Republicans		
	



Senate	

•  A	solid	Republican	majority	although	less	than	at	
the	beginning	of	the	session.	

•  13	members	(down	from	the	initial	15	member	
majority)		

(20	members	in	the	Senate)	
12	Republicans,	1	Democrat	

	
(Senators	Dunleavy	&	Hughes	expelled	from	the	
majority	caucus	for	voting	against	the	budget)	



It	started	so	promising!	

January	17	
Regular	Session	of	the	30th	Legislature	Convenes	

	
Agreement	among	both	bodies	that	the	#1	priority	
was	a	long-term,	sustainable	fiscal	plan.	
	
Once	fiscal	plan	was	in	place	an	operating	budget	
could	be	introduced	and	debated.	



Solution	remains	elusive!	

Two	items	rose	to	the	surface:	
1.  Long	term	fiscal	plan	
2.	Broad	band	access	

	
Senate	Education	introduced	an	omnibus	bill	
with	a	wide	variety	of	topics.			



Widely	disparate	ideas	for	fiscal	plan	
put	forward	

•  Complete	overhaul	of	tax	credits.	
•  Using	portion	of	earnings	reserve	account	–	
or	not?	

•  Additional	reductions	to	state	government.	
•  New	revenue	(income	tax,	other	taxes).	
•  5%	to	6%	reduction	of	the	Education	BSA.	
Session	adjourns	May	17	with	no	fiscal	plan	and	no	
budget!	



1st	Special	Session	Convenes	May	18	

No	progress	made		
	
1st	Special	Session	adjourns	June	16	
	
State	makes	plans	for	a	state	government	
shutdown	on	June	30,	the	end	of	the	fiscal	
year.		



And	the	2nd	Special	Session	Convenes!	

Session	convenes	on	June	16.	
	
Plans	continue	to	determine	what	state	
services	are	non-essential	and	can	be	shut	
down.	
	
Schools	close	for	the	summer	with	everyone	
wondering	if	they	would	re-open	in	
September!	



A	Compromise	is	Reached	!	
The	BSA	is	funded	at	the	FY	16	level!	
	
Significant	concessions	made	by	both	the	House	&	
Senate.	
	
A	government	shutdown	is	avoided.	
	
2nd	Special	Session	adjourns	July	15.	
	
No	fiscal	plan	is	passed	and	to	balance	the	budget	a	
draw	is	made	on	the	Earnings	Reserve.			



And	yet	a	3rd	Special	Session!	

3rd	Special	session	convened	on	July	27.	
	
The	agenda	had	one	item	–	the	Capital	Budget.	
	
This	was	necessary	to	access	matching	federal	
funds.	
	
The	Capital	Budget	was	quickly	passed	and	the	
legislature	adjourned	on	July	27.	
	
	
	



And	Yes,	a	4th	Special	Session!	

Governor	Walker	convenes	the	legislature	with	two	
agenda	items:	
	
1.  Pass	a	fiscal	plan	with	a	Tax	and	Wage	Provision,	

SB	4001	(Self	Employment	Tax)	;	
2.  Consider	SB54	calling	for	a	review	of	the	Crime	

and	Sentencing	Reform.	
	
The	Legislature	came	into	session	on	Oct.	23.	



Lines	in	the	Sand	Are	Quickly	Drawn	

House	schedules	a	series	of	Finance	
Committee	meetings.	
	
Senate	President	announces	the	the	upper	
body	committees	will	not		meet	in	Juneau	
until	there	is	something	to	vote	on!	



So	What	Does	All	This	Mean	For	
AASB	in	the	Upcoming	Session?	

We	MUST	NOT	be	reactive!	
	
We	plan	to	capitalize	on	the	Alaska	Educational	
Challenge.	
	
We	have	a	high	profile	event	in	which	numerous	
legislators	were	involved	and	that	gives	us	an	
opportunity	to	talk	about	education	and	make	those	
transformational	changes	discussed	by	the	
committees.			
	



ALASKA’S	EDUCATIONAL	
CHALLENGE	

•  Student	Learning	
•  Educator	Excellence	
•  Modernization	&	Finance	
•  Tribal	&	Community	Ownership	
•  Safety	&	Well-Being	



An	Opportunity	to	Ride	on	the	
Momentum		

•  Governor	will	likely	introduce	legislation	to	
implement	all	of	portions	of	the	AEC.	

•  11	legislators	served	on	committees.	
•  6	school	board	members	on	committees	
•  5	superintendents	on	committees	



A	New	Look	To	Legislative	Updates	
in	2018	

•  Replaces	LegNews	
	
•  “The	Session”	

Ø What	Happened	
Ø The	Take	Away	
Ø Daily	Log	
Ø Education	Bills	Introduced	
Ø Upcoming	Educational	Hearings	












