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Opportunity: Linking to Learning 
and Place-based Learning
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Our Agreements
In every chair a leader
Speak to be understood; Listen to understand
Value or time together
Be Present; Be Engaged
Safe Space for Meaningful Conversation
Challenges to Solutions
Takest thou hats off
Our Value of Humor Helps Us
We are responsible for our own experience
Take care of staff; take care of eachother

Adapted from First Alaskans Institute 

 



What is a life lesson you 
learned from your family 
that still resonates with you 
today? How did you learn 
it?



Family Partnership: The 
Opportunity 



Zaretta Hammond: Culturally 
Responsive Teaching and the Brain

Brain Science and Education Science

Ao Tearoa- New Zealand

First Alaskans Dialogues 

Place-based Programs in Alaska and 
Nationally.

Alaska Culture Bearers



Stronger Together: The 
Power of Family and 
School Partnerships 
(6 Building Blocks) 
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FAMILY PARTNERSHIP BUILDING BLOCKS 
(During Covid-19)



Relationship Foundations- 
Building Your Core





FAMILIES AND PLACE PROVIDE CONTEXT 
& MAKE LEARNING STICKY





Families Already 
Share 

Knowledge With 
their Children



Build on 
Existing 
Neural 

Pathways 
and Get 
Ready to 
Elaborate



What are we doing to link families to learning?
● Families are told how important they are to their child's academic, social and 

emotional, physical and cultural outcomes. 
● There are brochures in regionalized language that explains the learning in each 

subject and homework tips and ideas for extension activities. 
● Families can suggest topics or thematic topics to match key standards. 
● Families can access a lending library to carry out extension activities. 
● Families, students and school staff understand each other's communication 

needs and learning styles. 
● Textbooks are available to borrow for each grade level. Support is requested to 

adapt content to local context. 
● A standard practice is to ask children to “interview” family members about their 

experience or knowledge in key areas. Students translate their research into 
classroom activities. 

● Summarize class results in the classroom newsletter.- celebrate learning, share 
classroom level assessment progress, and how families contributed to success. 

● Organize child-and-family member community learning trips to learn together.
● Send home kits (recycled materials, useful objects kits, STEM kits, art kits etc) 

Build a birdhouse or jars to can fish, a beading project, storytelling project, etc. 
● Issue special invitations to fathers for hands-on learning events. 
●  Create a youth service-learning project especially for families. 
● Use families’ talents and expertise in designing and carrying out the project.
● Invite parents to a staff inservice on preparing young children for school, new 

reading strategies, trauma-informed training, or improving math skills. 
● Communicate dot points of what participants learned & strategies for home. 
● Have families post their own projects on social media
● Text fun ideas to families once a week; create a facebook live recording. 



What does the data tell us?

● Your poll
● School Climate
● Stories of families











Linking Learning to Family 
& Place



Place-based Learning: is as a 
way to bridge the disconnect 
between learning content and 
authentic applications to 
learning. 

=
 



Place-based and Project-based 
Learning 

● The ideal setting is in the community, the home 
or natural environment. It is the classroom.

● The local languge, history, modern day cultural 
practices, and environment are used to meet 
learning standards. 

● Classes look at activities that students encounter 
daily.

● Students work to address real world problems.  



Families Have Generations of 
Knowledge

ComFamile



GETTING 
STARTED 



START SMALL AND BUILD
● BUILDS READINESS 
● INCORPORATES LOCAL LANGUAGE 

AND CONCEPTS
● ADAPTS & CO-CREATES MATERIALS
● PROVIDES EXPERIENTIAL FAMILY 

EXPLORATION IN PLACE
● ACCESSIBLE SUPPLIES
● CONNECTS TO COMMUNITY
● SOLVES LOCAL ISSUES



Words and 
Concepts are 

Commonly Used 
to Describe the 
Area of Study 



BUILDING READINES 
TOGETHER



  Student Readiness (non-covid):

● Assessment
● Field Training- How to learn outside
● Career Portfolios
● Project Planning
● Technology Skills 
● Team Building
● Key competencies (safety training)
● Food Handlers Card
● First Aid

    Staff Readiness: 

● Assessment For Project- Scoring Guides, Rubrics, and Observation
● Collaborative Times- 3 - 4 times per week
● Teachers work as team towards vision
● Modeling from those most comfortable with PBL
● Culturally Resonsive 
● Trauma Informed 
● Personalized Learning

Family Readiness 

● PBL Learning 
● Learning Standards 
● How to Learn and Play Outside 
● Role of families, student, & 

staff
● Resource and asset mapping
● Celebration of Learning





 

MATERIALS AND CONTENT ADJUSTMENTS



CO-CREATED





HAVE SOME ELEMENTS OF PLAY & CREATIVITY





SETS CLEAR EXPECTATIONS 





SOLVES 
LOCAL 

ISSUES: 
Links to Valued Skills, Tools, 

& Knowledge



CHAT:
WHAT ARE YOUR 

UNIQUE 
OPPORTUNITIES



START SMALL AND BUILD
● BUILDS READINESS 
● INCORPORATES LOCAL LANGUAGE 

AND CONCEPTS
● ADAPTS & CO-CREATES MATERIALS
● PROVIDES EXPERIENTIAL FAMILY 

EXPLORATION IN PLACE
● ACCESSIBLE SUPPLIES
● CONNECTS TO COMMUNITY
● SOLVES LOCAL ISSUES



What can you incorporate into your 
planning process? 

How will this change the student 
and family experience?









LEARNING GOALS
LESSONS

APPROACHES










