
Breakout Groups
1. What resonated with you? 

2. What have you learned about weaving cultural identity into 
your work? What have you tried that’s worked or hasn’t worked?

3. Better together: How might STEPS partners work together to 
support each other in doing this work in the coming year?  



Cultural Identity 

Individualism
Independent

Rugged Individualism

Describe self mostly on individual 
traits

Make our own choices- pursue 
what you want

Goals tend to be individualistic

Collectivism
Interdependent

Community minded

Describe self mostly on 
relationships

Community/family roles and 
needs guide decisions

Goals tend to be tied to group

This concept is well explained 
by Zaretta Hammond in her 
book Culturally Responsive 
Teaching & the Brain

And postsecondary readiness
Janelle Vanasse



- Huffman 2001, Larimore & McClellan, 2005 p.21

Higher
GPA,
More 

likely to 
persist

Cultural identity 
as a strength



The map we 
traditionally offer 
students is up and out





The Bridging Framework: 

● Provides support to 
ALL student in 6th - 12 
grades 

● Develops the whole 
student (Holistic)

● Is experienced by 
every student 
(Systemic)



A guide for 
schools to 
move from 
theory to action



3. Better Together 
In the coming year:

School/community teams ready to pilot these 
tools for assessment and planning. 

Suggested breakout groups:

A. Early Childhood
B. Curriculum/ K-12
C. SEL & Planning for Life 

After High School
D. Peer & Community

Culture 
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