| personally understand that equality and inclusion is important because of my experiences in
life. First, lliveinasmallnative Alaskanvillage. Second, myfather, grandfather,and | are all
Alutiig. Finally, Iwasdiagnosedwith Autismwhen|wasyounger. Allofthesethingshelpmeto

understand the challenges that people of different races or have disabilities must face.

Iwantto earn my bachelor’s degreein computerscience sol can, hopefully, getajobin that
field. Iwishto continuetoliveinmyNative Alaskan community upon successful completion of
mydegreeprogram.Wherellive,thereare peoplethatprogramcomputersasahobby, butare
nottrainedin computer programming, whichmeans whatlamgoingintowillbe uniqueanda
resourceformycommunity. lwillbethe onlyonewithacomputersciencedegreeinmyvillage.
Most people here make their living from commercial fishing and have not been trainedin
technology.lamhopingthatbygoingintocomputerscience, Iwillhelpmycommunitybybeing
aserviceintechnologicalknowledge. |willbe abletobringadifferentperspectivetocomputer

science because of where | live.

Ihavereadthatpeoplewhogointocomputerscience make agoodliving. Thiswillenable me
tocontinuetoliveinmyyvillage,and maybe even build myownhouse here. Ourcommunity has
beenhavingfishingcriseshere.In2018and 2020, we were notabletocommercialfishatall.In
2019and 2021, weonlyfishedapartofthe season. Ifthefishing crisis continues, Imayendup
working with computer sciencefulltime.ldo hopethatmy careerof computersciencewillhelp
my small community by allowing me to continue to be part of the community, and | would like

to create new software formy village and my region. One example of what is possible is that



anothervillage in my region called Perryville created an Alutiiq language app a couple years ago
andpublishedit. Thisapp was createdto preserve ourlanguage beforeitbecomes extinct.
Thesearethekindsofprogramsthatpeople ofdifferentculturescancreatewhentheyare

included in the technology field.

Becauselhave Autism, lusedtostruggle withfittinginorunderstandingwhatotherpeople my
age preferred thatwas differentfromme. | remember that because of my disability, | would
have a hardertime paying attention, which actually is something | still struggle with thisday. |
had trouble adapting to new things as | grew up and that | would just be different from my
peers,forinstance, luse myphonelessthanmanyotherswhoare myage. |wasabletofinish
high school English and Math while | was stilla sophomore because even though | have Autism,
itdid help me wanttoincrease my knowledge. | was able to learn different skills and coping
mechanismsthanotherstudents,andonceldidthat,Iwasabletosucceedacademically. Itis
importantforpeople with differentdisabilities tobe trainedin computerscience because they

can see problems that others do not notice and write programs to solve those problems.

Itisimportanttohave manydifferentviewpointsinthe computersciencefieldbecausewecan
see the world differently than others. That can be beneficial because itmay allowustosee
certainthings which the average person mightnotsee. Differentthoughts and viewpoints
aboutthe world can easily allow people to do different things with computer science. Itcan
easily drive theminto writing code that is different from people thatdo not have disabilities or

arealreadylargelyrepresentedincomputerscience. Thiscanactuallyleadtothe creation of



entirely differentsoftware forcomputers and smartdevices thatcanbe completely newfrom
what we have now. Equality and inclusion in computer science is very important because those
differentpeople can see different problems and can then write code to fixthose problems. |
amabletounderstandthisbecause of myexperiencesinlife. Since lamnative Alaskanand
have the disability, Autism, | would be able to make code for programs that would be able to
help othersthatalso have disabilities like Autism, physical disabilities, orpeople thatare a

underrepresented race. | look forward to hearing from you in the future.



