
Special Education Service 

Agency (SESA)
JENNIFER SCHROEDER, MULTIPLE DISABILITY SPECIALIST

SEPTEMBER 2021



Special Education Service Agency



SESA Grants

 Low Incidence Disability (LID)

 Alaska Autism Resource Center (AARC)

 Alaska Deafblind Project

 Alaska Center for Accessible Education Materials (AKCAM)



Low Incidence Disabilities (LID)

 Autism

 Emotional Disabilities

 Deaf/Hard of Hearing

 Multiple Disabilities

 Vision Impairment



Alaska Autism Resource Center

The AARC serves the needs 
of individuals with autism 
spectrum disorders, their 
families, caregivers, and 

service providers throughout 
the state of Alaska. We 

provide information, referral, 
training, and consultation 
via on-site and distance 

delivery. The Alaska Autism 
Resource Center (AARC) is a 

project of the Special 
Education Service Agency 

(SESA) located in 
Anchorage, Alaska.



Alaska Center for Accessible Education Materials 

(AKCAM)



Alaska Deafblind Project

 The Alaska Deaf-Blind Project serves any individual from premature birth to 

age 22 with a hearing and vision loss as specified below. We serve those in 

urban as well as remote areas as well as individuals not enrolled in school 

and those in secondary school.

Note that the eligibility criteria for Deaf-Blind services are different than for 

SESA's hearing and vision impairments services, as it falls under the federal 

definition of Deaf-Blindess.



Autism Impairment

 Eligibility

SESA autism Services are provided at no charge to eligible students with 

an educational eligibility in autism attending either Alaska public schools 

or Alaska homeschool programs. Eligible students are referred by the 

school’s Special Education Director for SESA’s review. Consultation 

services are then provided based on the student’s need. Specialists 

provide training, recommendations on curriculum, and guidance on use 

of evidence-based practices to school staff.



Emotional Disabilities

 SESA ED Specialists provide consultation, training and technical assistance in the area of emotional, social and 

behavioral disorders. Specialists work closely with staff at the school through on-site and distance delivery 

services. Our staff provide assistance to help schools conduct ecological assessments, functional behavioral 

assessments and a wide variety of other assessments with the goal of developing behavior intervention plans. 

SESA Specialists also assist schools in developing progress monitoring systems for students.

 ELIGIBILITY FOR SESA'S EMOTIONAL DISABILITIES PROGRAM

The Emotional Disabilities Program serves students in the following state disability categories: (For the specific 

requirements of each, view the Evaluation and Eligibility Section of the State Special Education Handbook.)

 Emotional Disabilities

 Other Health Impairment

 Early Childhood Developmental Delay (i.e., deficits identified in the area of social and/or behavioral domains).



Deaf/Hard of Hearing

 Who is eligible for SESA’s Deaf and Hard of Hearing services?

 ALL of the following must be true

 Students from ages 3 to 22-years old.

 Students enrolled in a public K-12 school.

 The student has at least a 30 decibel bilateral hearing loss.

 Live in rural areas that do not have access to a teacher of the deaf.

 The student CAN have additional mild to severe disabilities.



Multiple Disabilities

 SESA Multiple Disabilities Specialists work closely with school-based teams and other 

professionals to help develop and implement educational programs for students with 

moderate to severe multiple disabilities. Student programs are individualized to meet a 

student’s specific needs based on best practices, present level of performance, and 

student goals. Specialists work with the team to create materials, develop activities, 

implement strategies and foster independence. Following a site visit, the team receives a 

report of the events from that visit, progress toward previous recommendations, current 

recommendations, and steps or strategies for specific tasks for staff to 

reference. Specialists are available to provide both on-site and distance support (Skype, 

Zoom, etc.).



Vision Impairment

 Services provided by SESA Vision Impairment Program The SESA highly qualified, vision impairment educators support in the following areas of need:

 Provide functional vision exam.

 Assist with the development and implementation of student's IEP/instructional programs.

 Recommend intervention strategies.

 Demonstrate and/or teach specialized strategies to local school personnel, parents, and community.

 Assist district in obtaining specialized instructional materials and /or in adapting available material/equipment.

 Provide interagency liaison.

 Provide topical in-services and workshops.

 Provide orientation and mobility training of student and support staff.

 To be able to provide individualized support we complete a functional vision exam. The functional vision evaluation component entails a review of the student 

eye exam records from an optometrist or ophthalmologist, a review of records of previous functional vision evaluations, a discussion with staff of the visual 

strengths and weakness exhibited by the student, and finally a formal session of observation/ evaluation. How does the student function in various lighting 

conditions? How does contrast and color affect a student's ability to see? Does distance make a difference to the student? Are there any problems with depth 

perception, figure-ground, or visual complexity? What size print is most effective for a student when they are looking at a price tag? When they are reading a 

social studies book? The functional vision evaluation will help make the information from doctors eye exam in a controlled office setting useful in the school, 

home, and outdoor settings.



SESA Referral

Please see the attached PDF’s for specific SESA referral information.

Referrals are completed online and must be completed in one sitting.  A SPED 

Director signature is required for all SESA referrals.



Questions?


