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AASB School Law Basics:  
The ABCs of School Law 



We take the law seriously, not ourselves! 



DISCLAIMER:  
	
This presentation is educational only 
and does not constitute legal advice. If 
related legal advice is wanted, you 
would need to contact me through 
appropriate District procedures with 
the specifics of the request. 



Source	of	School	Law		
 
Title	14	of	the	Alaska	Statutes	–	Educa9on,	Libraries	
&	Museums	–	provides	the	majority	of	state	school	
laws.	(usually	cited	as	“AS	14”)	
	
	



Sources	of	School	Law		
 
Title	4	of	the	Alaska	Administra9ve	Code	–	
Educa9on	and	Early	Development		-	provides	the	
rules,	through	regula9ons,	for	the	opera9on	of	local	
schools.	(usually	cited	as	“4	AAC”)	
	
	



School	Policies	
 
School	board	policies	are	expressed	in	wriOen	
bylaws	formally	adopted	at	regular	school	board	
mee9ngs.	AS	§	14.14.100(a)	
	
	



 AASB	Role	in	School	Board	Policy	
 
AASB	Policy	Service	tracks	changes	in	federal	&	
state	law	and	regula9ons	and	provides	an	Annual	
Policy	Update	that	has	been	reviewed	by	aOorneys	
and	is	in	compliance	with	current	law	and	
regula9ons.	



 School	Board	Mee9ngs	
 
School	Board	mee9ngs	must	comply	with	the	open	
mee9ngs	act	(OMA)	which	requires:	

	-	Proper	no9ce	of	the	mee9ng	
	-	Open	to	the	public	
	-	Minutes	of	the	mee9ng. 



 The purpose of the open meetings act is 
to provide citizens with the opportunity to attend 
and participate in government agency 
meetings. 







	 	There	is	a	regularly-scheduled	School	Board	mee9ng	next	week.	
One	of	the	items	on	the	agenda	is	a	proposed	expenditure	of	$500,000	
to	repair	the	playground	equipment	at	an	elementary	school.		
	 	You	are	at	home	trying	to	figure	out	how	the	price	of	swing	sets	
got	to	be	so	high.	A	neighbor	with	elementary-aged	kids	stops	by	and	
begins	to	discuss	the	need	for	the	playground	repairs	with	you.	Shortly	
therea\er,	a	parent	of	high-school-aged	children	stops	by	and	argues	
against	the	playground	expenditure	in	these	difficult	fiscal	9mes.	
	 	Before	you	know	it,	five	or	six	of	your	neighbors	have	joined	in	
this	friendly	a\ernoon	debate.	Then	a	fellow	Board	Member	arrives	
unexpectedly	and	joins	in	the	discussion.	During	the	debate,	you	
decide	to	vote	for	the	expenditure.	Have	you	violated	the	Open	
Mee2ngs	Act?			



44.62.310	h2	
“mee9ng”	means	a	gathering	of	
members	of	a	governmental	
body	when:	
	
More	than	three	members,	or	a	
majority	of	the	members	[meet]	
		



The OMA applies to: 
 
Regular Meetings  
 
Executive Sessions  
 
Special Meetings 
 
Work Session Meetings 
 





Reasonable	Public	No9ce?	
AASB’s	model	Board	Bylaws	
recommend:	
-	An	annual	calendar	lis9ng	the	
9me,	date	and	place	for	each	
mee9ng.	
-	No9ce	of	regular	mee9ngs	and	a	
tenta9ve	agenda	posted	at	least	
five	days	before	mee9ng.	
-	24	hour	no9ce	for	special	
mee9ngs.	
-	Contact	local	media	for				

	emergency	mee9ngs.	
 





Execu9ve	Sessions	
A	majority	of	the	board	must	vote	
to	go	into	execu9ve	session.	
Subjects	for	execu9ve	session:	
(1)  Have	an	adverse	impact	on		

the	finances	of	the	school	
district.	

(2)	Prejudice	to	the	reputa9on	
and	character	of	a	person.	

(3)	MaOers	confiden9al	by	law.	
(4)	Government	records	not	
subject	to	public	disclosure.	
 



Execu9ve	Sessions	
	
A	school	board	may	not	take	
ac9on	during	an	execu9ve	session	
except	to	give	direc9on	to	an	
aOorney	or	labor	nego9ator.	
	
 



AASB	Mee9ngs	
	
Can	I	aOend	an	AASB	mee9ng	
with	three	or	more	of	my	fellow	
school	board	members?	
	
 



(7) meetings held for the purpose of 
participating in or attending a gathering of a 
national, state, or regional organization of 
which the public entity, governmental body, or 
member of the governmental body is a 
member, but only if no action is taken and no 
business of the governmental body is 
conducted at the meetings; 



As a board member, how much do I need to 
know about school law? 
 
What sources of information about school law 
are available to me as a board member? 
 
Does my school district have an attorney? 



Am I authorized to contact the district’s attorney 
directly? 
 
Why and when should the Board contact the 
district’s attorney? 
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